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Campaign gifts used to expand 
community for retired priests
As he blessed the expansion of the St. John Paul II Residence for Priests in 
August, Bishop Joe Vásquez thanked “all those who donated to the Encountering 
Christ campaign for making these additions possible.”

Two million dollars from Encountering Christ were directed toward the 
construction of four new duplexes, bringing the capacity of the Georgetown 
community for retired priests to 23. 

“This is a great place for our priests to 
come and spend their more mature 
years in community and in prayer after 
having served so long in the parishes in 
our diocese,” Bishop Vásquez said.

The Diocese of Austin currently has 
49 retired priests, with an additional 
53 men within 10 years of retirement 
age. The aging presbyterate 
prompted the expansion, although 
the residence has had a waiting 
list in the past, said Deacon Mike 
Aaronson, who serves as the minister 
to retired priests of the diocese.

Diocesan priests move from parish to parish, and rectory to rectory, during their 
years of active ministry, but they are on their own with no spouse or children to 
care for them during retirement, Deacon Aaronson said.  

The St. John Paul II Residence for Priests “gives them community, and they can 
have as much community as they want,” he said. “It’s very much a home here 
for them.” 

Each new unit features a kitchen, bedroom and a study, and is named for a saint.

Those living at the residence often celebrate Mass and have healthy meals 
together, as well as enjoy fellowship. Many continue to assist at parishes as long 
as they are physically able, although Bishop Vásquez has asked them to remain 
safe-at-home during the pandemic due to their susceptibility to COVID-19.

The expansion completes the St. John Paul II Residence for Priests, which was 
built in 2005 and is the only such residence for retired priests in the diocese. 

On the day of the blessing, Deacon Aaronson walked the grounds with Bishop 
Vásquez. “He just kept telling me, ‘I’m proud of this. I’m proud of this place.’ 
Because he’s taking care of his retired priests.”
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Dear Friends,

When we celebrated the success of 
Encountering Christ a year ago, we 
could not have imagined how our 
world would soon change. 

I am forever grateful for this effort 
to strengthen the diocese and our 
parishes, and for the generosity you 
continue to show during the important 
fulfillment phase of the campaign. Each 
pledge payment benefits your parish, 
and I am pleased to report that every 
parish has now received a rebate from 
Encountering Christ! 

Campaign gifts are already making 
a difference, despite the pandemic. 
As you will read in this newsletter, 
parishes are making improvements 
essential to their mission and 
ministries, and the diocese is working 
toward the priorities outlined in its 
case statement, like supporting our 
clergy.

Thank you for your devotion to our 
faith and to our Church and for 
accepting the invitation to support 
Encountering Christ. 

Sincerely,

Scott Whitaker 
Director of Stewardship and 
Development

DIOCESE OF AUSTIN 
6225 E US 290 HWY SVRD EB
AUSTIN, TX 78723
encounteringchristcampaign.org
(512) 949-2400

Bishop Joe Vásquez blesses the St. John 
Paul II Residence for Priests.



Parish projects, diocesan ministries depend on pledge payments

Total 
raised 

$97.5M
Gifts
received 

21,328
Unfulfilled
pledges 

$52.2M

Cash received 

$45.3M
Returned
to parishes 

$11.8M

Thank you for fulfilling your Encountering Christ pledges!

Every parish has now received a 
rebate from Encountering Christ, 
thanks to those who are faithfully 
fulfilling the commitments they made 
during the campaign.

Of the $45.3 million in cash the 
diocese has received, $11.8 million 
has been returned to parishes. Rebates 
range from $2,500 to $1,236,447, 
according to Scott Whitaker, director 
of stewardship and development.

He explained that as pledge payments 
are received, they are split 30-70 
between the diocese and the parishes 
to which they were pledged. 

“Parishes receive their portion as 
parishioners fulfill their pledges and 
can then begin the projects they 
detailed in their case statements during 
the campaign — the same is true for 
the diocese,” he said. “I am grateful 
that during this difficult time, the vast 
majority of donors have continued to 
complete their pledge commitments.”

Campaign funds are placed in a special 
account for each parish. Parishes are 
rebated 30 percent of pledges fulfilled 
up to their campaign goal. Parishes that 
raised more than their goal will receive 
70 percent of those overage funds.

The first funds from fulfilled pledges 
arrived at St. John Neumann Parish in 
Austin just as COVID-19 took hold, 
allowing the Austin parish to continue 
eliminating debt, engage in social 
outreach, support Catholic education 
and develop staff.

All parishes now receiving rebates from Encountering Christ

“It couldn’t have been more of a 
Godsend,” said Joanne Senn, pastoral 
associate for development at the parish. 
“It allowed us to continue operating as 
a parish.”

Aging roofs on three buildings at 
St. Anthony Marie de Claret Parish 
in Kyle have been replaced with 
campaign gifts, preventing serious 
damage to and ensuring the long-term 
viability of the parish hall, parish office 
and Holy Family House.

“We had a really enthusiastic response 
from our parishioners, whose generosity 
helped us smash and exceed the goal,” 
said Father Uche Andeh, pastor. 

Sacred Heart Parish in Austin had 
planned to direct the entirety of 
its share of campaign funds toward 
building a larger church — a plan now 
on hold because of the pandemic.

Instead, Sacred Heart is focusing 
on maintaining present facilities 
so they will continue to function 
for current parish activities and 
ministries, including the large religious 
education program. When the aging 
air conditioning failed in a number 
of classrooms and meeting rooms 
last summer, the parish consulted 
with leadership from the parish and 
finance councils and obtained approval 
from the diocese to shift $30,000 
in campaign funds toward new air 
conditioning units.

“Thank God we had been doing 
the ECC campaign, and that our 
parishioners continue to support it,” 
said Father Mark Hamlet, pastor. 
“With the help of God, hopefully we 
will achieve what the community 
requires in the future — a larger church 
plus functioning facilities for a very 
active community.”

St. John Neumann parishioners participate 
in Catholic Build through Austin Habitat for 
Humanity, thanks to Encountering Christ.

One of three new roofs replaced with 
campaign gifts at St. Anthony Marie de 
Claret Parish.


